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 Christ and Church



1 Cor 9:19-20

Though I am free and belong to no man, 

I make myself a slave to everyone, 

to win as many as possible. 

To the Jews 

I became like a Jew, 

to win the Jews. 

To those under the law 

I became like one under the law 

(though I myself am not under the law), 

so as to win those under the law. 



1 Cor 9:22-23

To the weak I became weak, 

to win the weak. 

I have become all things to all men 

so that by all possible means I might save some. 

I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in 
its blessings. 
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Col 1:15-23

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by 
him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 



Col 1:15-23

19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 21 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he 
has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death 
to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free 
from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in 
the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has 
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, have become a servant. 



Luke 10

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up 
to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the 
Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 27 He 
answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered 
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
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 The church / discipleship 

Gathered: City Scattered: Salt



Acts 4:13-16

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John 
and realized that they were unschooled idiots they 
were astonished and they took note that these men 
had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see 
the man who had been healed standing there with 
them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they 
ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and 
then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to 
do with these men?” they asked. “Everybody 
living in Jerusalem knows they have done an 
outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it



Acts 4:13-16

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John 
and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 
men, they were astonished and they took note that 
these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they 
could see the man who had been healed standing 
there with them, there was nothing they could say. 
15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the 
Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What 
are we going to do with these men?” they asked. 
“Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have 
done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it



God's idiots 

• διώτης [idiōtēs] - "person lacking ἰ
professional skill"

• ''a person who is relatively unskilled or 
inexperienced in some activity or field of 
knowledge, layperson, amateur in contrast 
to an expert or specialist of any kind'' 
(BDAG) 

• "relatively unskilled, not clever" – Herodotus





Structured and spontaneous



Missional distance

• Ralph Winter (Lausanne - 1974) & Alan Hirsch 
(2006)

• Winter (E0-E4) has a strong preference for a E0 
(culturally neutral) missionary approach

• On Hirsch's scale (E=M) each numeral with the 
prefix m indicates one significant cultural barrier 
to the meaningful communication of the gospel

• The barriers (M) are not fixed or universal and are 
defined from the perspective of the sending 
church



 Missionary distance (Hirsch e.g.) 

M0 M1 M2 M3 M4

Church 
members share 
the same 
culture as the 
unchurched

            

Share culture 
but not 
economic 
class

Different 
language

Different 
ethnic group

Other faith














