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Introduction.
Welcome to our Pentecost Bible Study on the Holy Spirit. This seven week
journey will introduce us to the Person and work of Holy Spirit.
Each week we'll look at:
• An image/analogy of the Holy Spirit's Work
• An example of the Spirit's work in the life of a biblical person or group
• A tough issue or challenge with regard to the work and Person of the
Spirit.

1. Introductory Comments.

With a subject as complex as Who the Holy Spirit is and what He does, it will be
important to recognise that there are some assumptions that we will have to
make up front and that these assumptions will have to be explored, illustrated
and proved as we go along. (For the sake of the study, it is important that the
group doesn't spend time debating these assumptions at this stage, they will all
be picked up in the course of the seven studies.)
Here are some key assumptions
• The Holy Spirit is Person and not an impersonal force. To emphasise this,
the pronouns used for the Spirit have been capitalised.
• The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity. The best definition of
the Trinity is to imagine that God is a family consisting of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit and that these three are unique, but exist in a perfect
relationship of love and harmony that they are One.
• The Holy Spirit is able to be present throughout all of creation and is the
one who lives in us and makes God present to us.
• The Holy Spirit empowers, guides, inspires, and equips God's people.
• The Spirit also helps God's children to bear fruit (like love, peace and joy)
and gives He them gifts (like healing, faith, discernment and teaching)
There are numerous references to the Holy Spirit as breath or wind in the Bible.
It is interesting that the Old Testament Hebrew word for Spirit is Ruach which
means Spirit, breath or wind. The Greek New Testament word for Spirit is
Pneuma which means Spirit, breath or wind – just think of “pneumatic” and
“pneumonia” which reflect this Greek root.
The idea of the Holy Spirit as breath or wind conveys intimacy, power and
freedom. This is what our study will reveal...
p.s. : After much thought the scripture passages have been included. It's always better to
look up Scripture references in our own bibles as this helps us become familiar with the Bible,
but including the references does make the study go faster.
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Week 1: The Spirit as Wind
1. The Holy Spirit as Wind or Breath

1. Read Gen.1:1-2, Psa.33:6 and Luk.1:35. (See “hovering/hover”) in
Deu.32:10-11. What do these verses tell us about the Holy Spirit?
Gen.1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.
Psa.33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
Luk.1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the
Son of God.
Deu.32:10 In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He
shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, 11 like an
eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young,
that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions.
2. The Spirit's power in creation is implied by the previous question. Read
Rom.8:11 and Eph.1:18-20.
How is the “mighty strength” that raised Jesus identified?
Where is that “mighty strength” available now?
Rom.8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit, who lives in you.
Eph.1:18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms
3. What are the three ways we have already seen the Spirit at work in first two
questions?
4. Genesis 2 explains the creation of humankind in more detail than chapter 1
does. Read Gen.2:7 . Although the word Ruach isn't used here, what is
interesting is that the Hebrew word for “living being” is Nefesh and is more
often translated soul. Most theologians agree that this is where we are given
the capacity to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Interestingly Job33:4 uses
“breath” and Ruach in parallel, making it clear that humanity's distinct life
and uniqueness comes from the Spirit. How is this thought reinforced by the
beautiful story in Eze.37:1-14?
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Gen.2:7 The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
Job.33:4 The Spirit of God has made me;
the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
Eze.37:1-14 (This passage is too long to reproduce here...)
5. Please read Joh3:5-8. Unpack the various implications of Jesus' analogy for
the Holy Spirit.
Joh.3:5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, `You must be born
again.' 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."
6. Please read 2Ti.3:16 and 2Pe.1:21.
What is the imagery used of the Holy Spirit here?
Compare this with Gen.41:25 & 37-38
What are the implications of the Timothy and Peter verses for our
understanding of the Bible?
2Ti.3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.
2Pe.1:21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Gen.41:25 (This is the story of Joseph interpreting Pharoah's dreams and then
giving him a plan to deal with the impending famine.)
Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God
has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do.... 37 The plan seemed good to
Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked them, "Can we find anyone like
this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?"

2. Case Study: Looking at Philip

7. The story of Philip unfolds in three parts. The first is his selection as a deacon
for the church. Please read Act.6:1-5. What were the requirements for
deacons?
Act.6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were
being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the
disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of
the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry
of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
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8. Have a look at Act.1:8. What was the sequence of how the Gospel should
spread?When Saul and the Pharisees have Stephen stoned, a time of
persecution breaks out and the church scatters. In the second part of Philip's
story, he takes the gospel to the Samaritans...
Look at how Philip brings the gospel to Samaria in Act.8:4-8.
- What is significant about Philip's ministry there – what effects did it have?
Act1.8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth."
Act4:4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5
Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6 When the
crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close
attention to what he said. 7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many
paralytics and cripples were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.
9. The third part of Philip's story is in Act.8:26-40.
What does the Spirit do in this story?
In what ways does Philip co-operate?
Act4:26-40 (This passage is too long to reproduce here...)

3. Getting Clarity: The Holy Spirit as a Person

Very often the Holy Spirit is referred to impersonally as “it” or as a force or
power. The Bible clearly portrays Him as a person.
10. How is the Spirit described in Joh.14:26 (note the pronouns given)
Look at the nature of His work in Joh.15:26 (also note the reference to the
Trinity)
Joh.14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to
you.
Joh.15:26 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.”
11. Look at the following verses and note the nature of the Spirit described:
1Co.2:13
Act.13:2
Eph.4:30 & Isa.63:10
Heb.10:29
Act.5:3- 4
1Co.2:10-11
1Co.12:11
Rom.8:26-27
1Co.2:13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in
words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
Act.13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."
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Eph.4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.
Isa.63:10 Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and became
their enemy and he himself fought against them.
Heb.10:29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished
who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing
the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of
grace?
Act.5:3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that
you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you
received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was
sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a
thing? You have not lied to men but to God."
1Co.2:10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things,
even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man
except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of
God except the Spirit of God.
1Co.12:11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to
each one, just as he determines.
Rom.8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

4. Conclusion.

Here's what we have learned today:
• The Spirit is the third Person of the Trinity
• His way of working is like the wind: powerful, invisible and free.
• We, like Philip need to be open and responsive.
12. One of the best analogies about having God's Spirit working in us is the
analogy of a sailing ship. If the sails are down, torn or badly aligned the wind
can't move the ship, but if the sails are up, whole and aligned, a huge ship
can be moved.
What is the condition of your sails?

Meditation Study #1
Spend some time reading and reflecting on the lyrics of these two beautiful
hymns...
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1. I feel the winds of God today

1. I feel the winds of God today; today my sail I lift,
Though heavy, oft with drenching spray, and torn with many a rift;
If hope but light the water’s crest, and Christ my bark (boat) will use,
I’ll seek the seas at His behest, and brave another cruise.
2. It is the wind of God that dries my vain regretful tears,
Until with braver thoughts shall rise the purer, brighter years;
If cast on shores of selfish ease or pleasure I should be;
Lord, let me feel Thy freshening breeze, and I’ll put back to sea.
3. If ever I forget Thy love and how that love was shown,
Lift high the blood red flag above; it bears Thy Name alone.
Great Pilot of my onward way, Thou wilt not let me drift;
I feel the winds of God today, today my sail I lift.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nADt0xTeDWA

2. Wind wind blow on me

Wind, wind blow on me; Wind wind set me free!
Wind, wind my Father sent the blessed Holy Spirit.
1. Jesus told us all about You,
how we could not live without You
with His blood the power bought to help us live the life He taught.
2. When we're weary You console us
When we're lonely You enfold us
When in danger You uphold us Blessed Holy Spirit
3. When unto the Church You came
It was not in Your own but in Jesus' name
Jesus Christ is still the same He sends the Holy Spirit
4. Set us free to love our brothers
Set us free to live for others
That the world the Son might see And Jesus name exalted be.
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Week 2: The Spirit as a Life-Giving Stream.
1. Recap:

In our last study we looked at the Holy Spirit as Wind or Breath. We saw that:
• He gives life to creation and life to our souls.
• He is a person and not a force
• like the wind, His working is mysterious, free and powerful.
• if we “raise our sails,” He can inspire us, move us and move others

2. The Holy Spirit as a life-giving stream.

1. Have you ever been thirsty? What kinds of thirst do you get?
2. What do the following verses tell us about the human condition? Psa.42:1-2;
63:10; Amo.8:11
Psa.42:1-2 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. 2
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God..
When can I go and meet with God?
Psa63:1O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you,
in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Amo.8:11 "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD,
"when I will send a famine through the land--not a famine of food or a thirst for
water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.
3. What does God promise in the following passages? Psa.107:9; Isa.58:11;
Joh.4:13-14; 7:37-39
Psa.107:9 for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.
Isa.58:11 The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sunscorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered
garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.
Joh.4:13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14
but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
Joh.7:37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud
voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 39
By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive.
Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been
glorified.
4. The prophet Ezekiel has a vision describing a stream of living water flowing
from the temple. Please read Eze.47:1-12.
Eze.47:1-12 (This passage is too long to reproduce here...)
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4.1. What piece of temple furniture is mentioned in describing where the
water comes from? Why do you think this is important?
4.2. What do you think the significance of the deepening water is?
4.3. Where does the river flow to and what happens in these regions?
4.4. What happens to the trees alongside the river?
5. Where is the temple today? See 1Co.6:19-20.
1Co.6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought
at a price. Therefore honour God with your body.
6. If this is a picture of how the Holy Spirit flows from us, discuss what this
might look like in us today.

3. Case Study: The Samaritan Woman.

John 4 tells a story of a spiritually thirsty woman.
• She was a Samaritan (Samaritans were half-Jews,
the remnant of the Northern Kingdom who
intermarried with other nations. Jews and
Samaritans hated each other. )
• She was going out to the well at noon (the sixth
hour from sunrise) because she's been divorced a
number of times and is with a guy who won't
marry her. She's avoiding the rest of the
townspeople.
• She's disillusioned with formal religion which
argues about this place and that as a place of
worship.
7. Please read Joh.4:4-42
Joh.4:4-42 (This passage is too long to reproduce here...)
7.1. Jesus offers her Living Water in v.10, but she's not sure whether He
means physical water or something else (see v.15) How does Jesus make
the nature of the Spirit's work clear in v.16-18?
7.2. She struggles with formal religion that limits our relationship with God to
specific places and rules. Why does Jesus tell us about how worship looks
when He gives us living water? v.21-24.
7.3. Jesus makes a significant claim in v.25-26. Why do you think she doesn't
contest it?
7.4. How is her life different from this moment?
How is the River of the Spirit flowing from her?
v.28: ____________________________
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v.29: ____________________________
v.30: ____________________________
v.39 & 42:_________________________

4. Getting Clarity: Understanding the Trinity.

This section is quite technical, work through this quickly and create another
space for this if there are more questions... It's important not to get stuck here.
Trinity: God is one in essence, but three in Person
The Bible does not say a lot about the Trinity. There is a simple reason for this.
If one goes back to Deuteronomy in the Old Testament, we find the Shema (the
creed of the Israelites): “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”
(Deu.6:4). The Hebrew word for “one” is “echad” and it means “only”, “one” or
“united.”
Hebrew culture saw everything as a united whole. They didn't separate body,
soul and spirit as the Greeks did, and within their culture they focussed on
family and not the individual as the smallest unit of society. Pious Jews recited
the Shema daily and whispered it into the ears of their children as they were
born and it was whispered into the ears of the dying.
In contrast to all the other polytheistic faith systems of the day Israel was
monotheistic. As this is the culture into Christianity was born, it is not surprising
at all that the early Biblical authors felt no need to spell out the Trinity they
assumed it as a given.
Many (not so helpful) analogies are used for the Trinity
- Tree: Roots, Trunk, Leaves
- Sunlight: Light, Warmth, Radiation
- Egg: Shell, White, Yolk
- Water: Solid (Ice), Liquid (Water), Gas (Steam)
All these analogies boil down to three faces or modes of the same thing.
The Trinity is more than these analogies.
The key concepts to understanding the Trinity are Community and Love.
Think of a community that is so close that it's members cannot be separated.
Imagine Siamese Triplets: Three individuals who are bound together in mutual
dependence – except with God, it is not by birth defect, but by loving choice.
The God-Family (Trinity) is so close and Father, Son and Spirit share such perfect
love that they are one.
8. One of the names for God in the Old Testament is “Elohim” which is plural.
Look at the sense of community implied by the “us” in Gen.1:26. What are the
implications for Christianity in terms of a individual vs community view of God?
You can also look at: Gen.3:22; 11:7 and Isa.6:8
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Gen.1:26 Then God (Elohim) said, "Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness.....
Gen.3:22 And the LORD (Yahweh) God (Elohim) said, "The man has now become
like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever."
Gen.11:7 (At the tower of Babel) Come, let us go down and confuse their language
so they will not understand each other."
Isa.6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will
go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"
9. The prophet Isaiah speaks of the ministry of Jesus in Isa.61:1 and Jesus
himself quotes from this passage and applies it to Himself. Can you identify
the persons and their roles?
Isa.61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for
the prisoners...
10. What do important truth do we find in Col.1:2; Titus2:13; Act.5:3-4 ?
Col.1:2 To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you
from God our Father.
Tit.2:13 while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God
and Saviour, Jesus Christ
Act.5:3-4 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that
you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you
received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was
sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a
thing? You have not lied to men but to God."
11. Does the “Three faces of one God” adequately explain the following verses?
Mar.1:10-11; Joh.14:26; Act.2:33; 2Co.13:14.
Mar.1:10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven:
"You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."
Joh.14:26 (Jesus speaking) But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you.
Act.2:33 (Talking about Jesus) Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and
hear.
2Co.13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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12. What are the implications of 1Jo.4:7-8?
As far as God goes?
As far as we go?
1Jo.4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love.

5. Conclusions:

• God is a family of perfect love where the Father sends the Son and the Son
and Father send the Spirit. Their love is so perfect that they are One.
• Human souls are thirsty for God and when the Holy Spirit comes into our
lives our thirst is quenched and streams of living water flow from us.
• This experience can get deeper and deeper and as it does, the Spirit will
flow through our lives to bring life to others.
13. Watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20WbhHMb3Es . In
what ways are the lessons from last week and this week brought together in
this video?
How could the deserts in my life be transformed?
Do I believe that the Holy Spirit can help me do that?

Meditation Study #2
Please reflect on the lyrics of this lovely song:
1. Let Your living water flow over my soul.
Let Your holy Spirit come and take control
Of ev'ry situation that has troubled my mind.
All my cares and burdens on to You I roll.
Jesus Jesus Jesus.
Father Father Father.
Spirit Spirit Spirit.
2. Come now Holy Spirit come and take control.
Hold me in Your loving arms and make me whole
Wipe away all doubt and fear and take my pride.
Draw me to Your love and keep me by Your side.
3. Give your life to Jesus let Him fill your soul.
Let Him take you in His arms and make you whole
As you give your life to Him He'll set you free.
You will live and reign with Him eternally
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Week 3: The Spirit as the Fire of God
1. Recap:

In our last study we looked at the Holy Spirit as the life-giving Stream who flows
from our lives, bringing life and hope. We saw that:
• He satisfies our spiritual thirst – bringing peace, forgiveness and
contentment.
• He will flow through us using us to bring love and hope to the world.

2. The Holy Spirit as the Fire of God.

In this section we'll look at how fire is a way of representing God's presence, His
work and His nature.
1. What words come to mind when you think of fire?
2. What does Jesus promise in Luk.3:16? Do you think it is two separate things
or one?
Luk.3:16 John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful
than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
3. Please read the call of Moses in Exo.3:1-5.
Exo.3:1-5 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.
3
So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does
not burn up." 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to
him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 5 "Do not
come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground."
3.1. Who do you think “the Angel of the LORD was?”
3.2. If you look at what Moses is requested to do in v.5, what do you think the
fire represents?
3.3. Why do you think it is important that the bush did not burn up?
3.4. What will happen to Moses from this point on? What do you think he will
need for this task? In what ways does the fire represent something of these
characteristics?
4. What role does fire play in the following verses? Exo.13:21; Lev.9:23-24;
1Ki.18:36-38. In each case what response does it evoke in those who see it?
Exo.13:21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them
on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could
travel by day or night.
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Lev.9:23-24 Moses and Aaron then went into the Tent of Meeting. When they came
out, they blessed the people; and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people.
24
Fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering
and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for
joy and fell facedown.
1Ki.18:36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in
Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37
Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD,
are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again." 38 Then the fire of the
LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also
licked up the water in the trench.
Isa.6:5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD
Almighty." 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which
he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said,
"See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for."
5. What is significant about the way that the “Fire of God” fell on the disciples
on the day of Pentecost? Make a list of some of the significant things that
happened and discuss how the Spirit was at work.
Act.2:1-4 & 3-41 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.....
38
Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all
whom the Lord our God will call." 40 With many other words he warned them; and
he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.

3. Case Study: Joshua and Zerubbabel.

Background: It is about 480BC. The Jews have returned to Jerusalem from exile
in Babylon, but the community is unmotivated and depressed. They have not
rebuilt the city walls or the temple. Their neighbours are antagonistic, their
people unconvinced and Joshua the high priest feels unqualified and Zerubbabel
the king is intimidated. The prophet Zechariah has a vision that would motivate
King Zerubbabel to undertake the rebuilding of the temple.
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Read Zec.4:1-6
Zec.4:1-6 Then the angel who talked with me
returned and wakened me, as a man is wakened
from his sleep. 2 He asked me, "What do you
see?" I answered, "I see a solid gold lampstand
with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it,
with seven channels to the lights. 3 Also there
are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the
bowl and the other on its left." 4 I asked the
angel who talked with me, "What are these, my
lord?" 5 He answered, "Do you not know what
these are?" "No, my lord," I replied. 6 So he said
to me, "This is the word of the LORD to
Zerubbabel: `Not by might nor by power, but
by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.
6. What do the two trees represent? (Look at Zec.4:11-14)
Zec.4:11 Then I asked the angel, "What are these two olive trees on the right and the
left of the lampstand?" 12 Again I asked him, "What are these two olive branches
beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?" 13 He replied, "Do you not
know what these are?" "No, my lord," I said. 14 So he said, "These are the two who
are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth."
7. What do you think the lampstand represents?
8. What is the significance of the oil flowing from the trees?
9. We know that Joshua and Zerubbabel (along with Nehemiah) got the temple
and the city walls rebuilt. List the kind of qualities these two leaders would
have needed to motivate the people to achieve this.
10. What “might” and “power” would they have had to avoid?

4. Going Further – How do we “quench” the Spirit in us?

In 1Thes.5:18-22 we read: “Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20 do not treat
prophecies with contempt. 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid
every kind of evil.”
How do we put out the Spirit's fire? Before we can answer this question, we
must first understand how the Holy Spirit comes to live and work in us. In study
1 we saw that we have been created to have a relationship with God through
the Holy Spirit. This was highlighted in Gen.2:7
Gen.2:7 The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
11. Because of Adam and Eve's sin and our own sinfulness, we are in a
predicament. How is this predicament described in Eph.2:4-5
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Eph.2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have
been saved.
12. The Holy Spirit is at work when we become aware of our sin, become
hungry for God, when we hear the truth about Him and give our hearts to
Jesus. How is this described in Joh.16:7-8; 1Co.6:11 and 1Co.12:3??
Joh.16:7-8 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I
go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgement:
1Co.6:11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit
of our God.
1Co.12:3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says,
"Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.
13. So, when we become Christians, the Holy Spirit moves
into the “Lounge” of our lives. It's up to us to invite Him
into the other rooms/areas of our houses. Inviting Him
means that we give Him control in these areas. When
we take control back, by sinning or resisting Him, He will
withdraw until we give Him permission again.
Paul uses another analogy in Eph.5:18.
Eph.5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be (keep on
being) filled with the Spirit.
13.1. How does one stay drunk?
13.2. What does alcohol do to us and how do we see it?
13.3. What are the long term effects of drinking too much alcohol?
13.4. How does one stay filled with the Spirit?
13.5. What effect does this have?
13.6. If this means that we making ourselves available to the Holy Spirit that
we might burn brightly for God then what comfort do we have from the
burning bush in Exo.3?
14. How can one quench a conventional fire?
How do we put out the Spirit's fire?

5. Conclusions

• The Holy Spirit can burn brightly in our lives so that we shine for God.
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• He will guide, protect and empower us. Like Moses, Joshua and Zerabbabel
(and many others) He will accomplish great things through us.
• His working in us is greater than our own might or power.
• Being filled with the Spirit is about giving Him control in all areas of our
lives.
• We can quench God's fire in us – and we must be careful not to.

Meditation Study #3
Please watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTObAEalcws It is a trailer to
a documentary about William Booth – founder of the Salvation Army.
God used William Booth in an incredible way – We could say that William Booth
was empowered and inspired by the Holy Spirit.
The hymn below was written by him.
1. O God of burning, cleansing flame: send the fire!
Your blood-bought gift today we claim: send the fire today.
Look down and see this waiting host,
and send the promised Holy Ghost;
We need another Pentecost!
Send the fire today! Send the fire today!
2. God of Elijah hear our cry: send the fire!
And make us fit to live ordie: send the fire today.
To burn up every trace of sin, to bring the light and glory in;
The revolution now begin!
Send the fire today! Send the fire today!
3. It's fire we want, for fire we need: send the fire!
The fire will meet our every need: send the fire today
For strength to always do what's right,
for grace to conquer in the fight for power to walk the world in white
Send the fire today! Send the fire today!
4. To make our weak hearts strong and brave: send the fire
To live, a dying world to save: send the fire today
Oh see us on the altar lay, we give our lives to You today
So crown the offering now we pray
Send the fire today! Send the fire today!
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Week 4: The Holy Spirit as Paraclete/Dove
1. Recap:

In our last study we looked at the Holy Spirit as the Fire of God. We saw that:
• In the OT fire represented God's guidance and protection and fire
accompanied sacrifice. God's Spirit guides and protects us and He helps us
to be living sacrifices in God's Service.
• We can burn brightly with the zeal, boldness, and power. But just like the
fire didn't consume the burning bush, the Spirit doesn't consume us.
• The Spirit empowered Moses, Joshua & Zerubbabel, Peter & the disciples.
• Being filled with the Spirit is about giving Him control. It is not so much
about how much of the Spirit we have, but how much He has of us.
• We are able to quench His fire in us.

2. The Holy Spirit as the Paraclete.

What on earth is a “Paraclete”??!?
It comes from the Greek word “Parakletos” which
can mean “helper”, “companion”, “advocate”,
“comforter” or “counsellor”. The Greek literally means
“One who is called (Kletos) alongside (Para).”
One of the ways that the Holy Spirit is often portrayed
is as a Dove. When Jesus was baptised, the Spirit
descended in the form of a dove and symbolises the peace and guidance that
the Spirit gives. In these next few passages we'll explore the idea of the Holy
Spirit as the “One who is called beside us.”
1. Imagine you were chosen to be the new Ambassador to Russia and you have
just flown to Moscow. Your training was insufficient, Russian bureaucracy is
complex and you are terrible at the language. You start your new job
tomorrow. What are the worries that might keep you from having a good
night's sleep tonight? Discuss.
2. What are amazing differences between the old and new covenant as
described in Jer.31:33-34? As far as the law goes? As far as knowing God
goes?
Jer.31:33-34 "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel
after that time," declares the LORD.
"I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God, and they will be my people.
34
No longer will a man teach his neighbor,
or a man his brother, saying, `Know the LORD,'
because they will all know me,
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from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD.
"For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."
John 13,14,15,16 cover the time Jesus spent with His disciples at the Last
Supper and then as they walk to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus will
pray. The disciples realise that Jesus is going to leave them. They are
traumatised, frightened and unsure. Jesus comforts them. Look at the following
excerpts from these chapters and discuss the questions...
3. We start with Joh.14:15-26. Underline thing`s you learn about the Spirit and
circle things that the Spirit does.
Joh.14:15-26 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17the Spirit
of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.
But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you
as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore,
but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize
that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."
25
"All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind
you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do
not be afraid.
4. Look at Joh.16:7-15.
4.1. Here we see that the Spirit is also at work in the world. (v.8-11)
What are the three things He does and how can we summarise the process
described in these three things?
4.2. What role does the Spirit play in v.12-15?
Joh.16:7-15 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I
go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10
in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me
no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands
condemned.
12
"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he,
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.
15
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from
what is mine and make it known to you.
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5. The early church faced persecution from the authorities and false teaching
that often disputed the identity of Jesus.
Look at Mar.13:11 & 1Jo.2:18,20-22,26,27 and note how the Holy Spirit helps
us. Can you think of examples where we see the Spirit working like this?
Mar.13:11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand
about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you
speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
1Joh.2:18-27 (Selected) Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard
that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we
know it is the last hour.... 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all
of you know the truth. 21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth,
but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the
liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. ... 26 I am writing these things
to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for you, the anointing
you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you.
But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not
counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him.

3. Case Study: Israel – How NOT to do it!

We're going to look at a negative case study today. It comes from the history of
Israel during the time of Isaiah. It was a time of political instability and the
Israelites were considering an alliance with Egypt who were a powerful nation.
This would come at a cost: they would pay tribute to Egypt and Egypt would
have access to Israel and its trade routes. The prophet Isaiah calls them to
return to God...
Please read Isa.30:15-21
Isa.30:15-21 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says:
"In repentance and rest is your salvation,
in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.
16
You said, `No, we will flee on horses.' Therefore you will flee!
You said, `We will ride off on swift horses.'
Therefore your pursuers will be swift!
17
A thousand will flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five you will all flee away,
till you are left like a flagstaff on a mountaintop, like a banner on a hill."
18
Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion
For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!
19
O people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious
he will be when you cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you. 20
Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your
teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. 21 Whether
you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying,
"This is the way; walk in it."
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6. What does God call the Israelites to do? What sort of
attitude/spirituality/demeanour is He recommending?
7. What attitude/spirituality/demeanour do we see in the Israelites?
8. How does God feel about them?
9. What does He promise them in v.20-21?
10. Have you had experiences along this line in your own life? Share these with
one another.

4. Digging Deeper: Do I have to have a dramatic
experience to be filled with the Spirit?

Some people argue that being filled with the Spirit is a separate experience from
becoming a Christian. They argue that becoming a Christian is like getting the
car, but that being filled with the Spirit is like petrol in the tank. They argue that
you need a separate experience whereupon you are filled with the Spirit and
that this second experience is often accompanied by dramatic experiences
(being “slain” in the Spirit, speaking in tongues, tears, laughter and so on.)
Now it is true that there are many people who only become aware of the Holy
Spirit's work after they have become Christians. With this awareness comes an
increased openness and a profound deepening of their experience of the Spirit.
This is often a dramatic emotional event.
But let's look at the facts...
✸ We've already seen that we can't become Christians without the Holy Spirit.
Joh.16:8-11 - The Holy Spirit shows us our need for Christ.
1Co.12:3 - The Holy Spirit helps us to accept Jesus as Lord
Act.2:38 - We receive the Spirit when we repent
Eph.1:13-14 - The Spirit helps us know we are children of God, if we doubt
that we have the Spirit we must doubt our salvation!
✸ We've already seen that to be filled with the Spirit is analogous to
intoxication. One has to keep drinking to stay drunk. The truth is that many
people don't realise that we “leak”. We give the Spirit control of our lives, but
then slowly, subtly we take control back. Our lives are dry and empty. Some
people then come to a moment of realization that they have been doing their
own thing and will go forward at an altar call and give it all back to the Spirit.
This can be a powerful experience. The problem is that it becomes a bit like
famine and feast or like binge-ing. What we need to do is learn to “keep on
being filled...”
✸ The truth is, that most folk who promote a “second blessing” experience
(where you ask to be filled with the Spirit after you have given your life to
Jesus) also have to promote a “third, fourth, fifth, .... experience because they
haven't addressed the present continuous nature of the filling of the Spirit.
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✸ While we should never discredit the
experiences that people have had, we
should be mindful of the dangers of the
dramatic yo-yo that this kind of
experience-focused Christianity can
have. Andrew Murray used this
analogy: A farm dam can be filled in
two ways:
The steady pumping of the windmill
or the Flash Flood from the Summer
Storm.
The former is a bit plain and boring, but
it carries along less twigs, leaves and
other muck that the flash flood brings in. The diagram here speaks for itself.

Meditation #4: A Parable.
Imagine the scene: You've been selected to serve as the South African
ambassador in Moscow. It's an important posting and you would love to excel.
Just before the big move you have a terrible nightmare: You dream that you get
there and it turns out that your Russian lessons have been woefully inadequate,
that the social nuances are much more complex than you imagined. Each night
you prepare like crazy for the various activities in your programme for each day,
but you use the wrong fork, kiss the wrong cheek and you keep on
mispronouncing names and misunderstanding people's comments.
In your dream this goes on day after day. You really want to succeed, but no
matter how hard you try, you just keep failing and because of this your
confidence is shot and your nervousness reveals itself in clumsiness. You jerk
awake covered with sweat and with a loud cry because in your dream you have
just spilt sherry over the Tzar's white dinner jacket.
Your spouse wakes at your cry and asks "What's the matter?"
You explain and their answer "It will be alright," calms you down immediately
and you sleep like a baby.
Why?
Your spouse is a native of Moscow and their parents are highly placed figures in
the political scene. You won't have to study and sweat, you will have a quiet
prompt who will advise, guide and illuminate you. Through your spouse's
insight, guidance and prompting you will learn to enjoy and to love the people,
the city and the culture.
All you need to do is keep the marriage good...
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Week 5: The Holy Spirit as our Seal
1. Recap:

In our last study we looked at the Holy Spirit as the Paraclete. We saw that:
• That He is God in us, with us, loving us, guiding us.
• He is Counsellor, Comforter, Mentor, Prompt and Presence
• Like the Karate-Kid's Mr Meaggi, the Spirit is the gentle voice in our frantic
busy-ness whispering “This is the way – walk in it”
• An experience with the Spirit should be an ongoing experience, we don't
need a “Second Blessing” (or a third or fourth)

2. The Holy Spirit as God's Seal on us

1. In Biblical Times seals were most commonly made by making an impression
in wax with a stamp or signet ring. Seals basically served four purposes. Look
at what the verses below indicate:
• a) secure and locked up: legally impenetrable (SoS.4:12 & Mat.27:66)
• b) the authority of a written message (Est.8:8 & Neh.9:38)
• c) belonging or possession (Sos.8:6 & Hag.2:23)
• d) a guarantee, proof or promise (Rom.4:11 & 1Co.9:2)
SoS.4:12 You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride;
you are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.
Mat.27:66 So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and
posting the guard.
Est.8:8 Now write another decree in the king's name in behalf of the Jews as seems
best to you, and seal it with the king's signet ring--for no document written in the
king's name and sealed with his ring can be revoked.
Neh.9:38 In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in
writing, and our leaders, our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.
SoS.8:6 Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as
strong as death...
Hag.2:23 On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, `I will take you, my servant
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,' declares the LORD, `and I will make you like my
signet ring, for I have chosen you,' declares the LORD Almighty.
Rom.4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that
he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised...
1Co.9:2 Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you! For you
are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.
2. Which of these four modes of sealing do you think apply when we talk about
the Holy Spirit as God's seal on us?
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3. As Paul talks to the Ephesians about their conversion and coming to faith, he
expresses a wonderful truth about the Spirit. What is the truth expressed in
Eph.1:13-14? What modes of seal are we talking about here?
Eph.1:13-14 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal,
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.
4. In 2Co.1:21-22 Paul again talks about the Spirit as a seal.
4.1. What is the difference between anointing, sealing and putting His Spirit in
our hearts?
4.2. In this passage what does the presence of the Spirit prove?
4.3. What is the other word for the Spirit (like “seal”) that is used in this
reading and the previous one?
2Co.1:21-22 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He
anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
5. The word “deposit” can also mean “pledge”, “down-payment” or “firstinstallment.” What is the Spirit the beautiful deposit/pledge of in 2Co.5:4-5?
2Co.4-5 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not
wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now it is God who has made us for this very
purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
6. Back in question 3 we looked at Eph.1:13-14 in which we saw that the Holy
Spirit is a guarantee of our “inheritance.” How is the implication of this
inheritance spelled out in Rom.8:15-17 and Gal.4:6-7?
Rom.8:15-17 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are
children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Gal4:6-7 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the
Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and
since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.
7. How do we make sense of the “sealings” in Eph.4:30 and 2Ti.2:19?
Eph.4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.
2Ti.2:19 Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this
inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the
name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."
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3. Digging Deeper: What is the Fruit of the Spirit all about?
8. What is the imagery John the Baptist uses in Mat.3:8-10.
8.1. What are the “can's and can't's” of fruit-bearing here?
Mat.3:8-10 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say
to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones
God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees,
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into
the fire.

9. Jesus also felt strongly about fruit-bearing. What important points does Jesus
make in Mat.7:16-20?
Mat.7:16-20 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but
a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot
bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.
10. How does Jesus say we can bear fruit?
What are the rules of fruit-bearing He describes in Joh.15:1-8
Joh.15:1-8 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes
so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear
fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me.
5
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in
me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory,
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples
11. What does Paul teach us about fruit-bearing? (See Gal.5:22-25)
11.1. How many fruit are there?
11.2. How would we summarise these?
11.3. The awesome truth is that these fruit can grow in us! How does Paul
suggest we relate to the Spirit? What does his imagery imply?
Gal.5:22-25 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is
no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its
passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.
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4. Case Study:

Jesus displayed all the qualities of the fruit of the Spirit. Discuss the following
statements and share any further examples you can think of.
• He spoke about “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
life for his friends.” (Joh.15:13) And then He did it.
• He saw the cross as a joy (Heb.12:1) because it would mean our
salvation. But He demonstrated a sense of joy when He made wine for the
wedding feast in Cana. Also look at the Messianic Psalm 45:7.
• He lived with peace and offered it to others: “Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.” (Joh.14:27)
• He showed incredible patience with the disciples. "'You believe at last!'
Jesus answered.” (Joh.16:31)
• He showed kindness (compassion). “When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd.” (Mat.9:36)
• He was truly good. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth." (1Pe.2:22)
• He was faithful. He carried out the mission even at great personal cost.
"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours
be done." (Luk.22:42)
• He was so gentle that children came to Him. “Then little children were
brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them.”
(Mat.19:13)
• He was self-controlled. “When they hurled their insults at him, he did
not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted
himself to him who judges justly.” (1Pe.2:23)

5. Summary:

• The Holy Spirit is our guarantee that:
- We belong to God – In fact, we are His children and can call Him “Abba”
- Our salvation is assured – we have been saved and forgiven
- We have eternal life.
All of this is something we experience powerfully as hope and comfort
• The Holy Spirit is also transforming us. There is new fruit that can grow
from us (because we've been made new, we've been born again). We can
bear fruit.

Meditation #5: Sealed: We are His children.
Please watch the Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCum1GV5v-g
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Week #6: The Spirit as Tongues: Our
Interpreter and Prayer Partner and
understanding the Gifts of the Spirit.
1. Recap:

In our last study we looked at the Holy Spirit as the God's seal on us. We saw
that:
• We are sealed by the Holy Spirit: We belong to God irrevocably, we are His
children and we'll inherit eternal life.
• The Holy Spirit grafts us into Jesus, the True Vine, and He helps us bear
fruit.
• Bearing fruit really boils down to becoming more like Jesus.

2. The Spirit as tongues: Interpreter and Prayer Helper.

1. In Act.2:1-6 we read about the coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost.
1.1. Why do you think Luke describes the flame that separated and settled on
each person as “tongues of fire?”
1.2. Were the languages that the disciples spoke known languages or
mysterious languages? Bear in mind that similar events transpired when the
Gospel came to the Gentiles in Acts 10 and to those who'd been disciples of
John the Baptist in Acts 19.
1.3. What famous Old Testament Story is this a reversal of?
1.4. What unique role is the Holy Spirit playing here?
Act.2:1-6 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard them speaking in his own language.
2. How might the events described above transpire today?
3. Bearing in mind that one of the ways that the gift of tongues works is as a
prayer language when we do not know how to pray (see the Excursus below.)
Have a look at Rom.8:22-27 and consider the following questions:
3.1. What does Paul mean by the “pains of childbirth”? (Bear v.23 in mind...)
3.2. The word for “firstfruits” in v.23 could also be translated as “deposit.”
What role of the Spirit does this remind us of?
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3.3. What is the direct effect of the presence of this
“firstfruit” in us? What, according to v.24 do we have?
3.4. What is our weakness? Paul describes it in two ways:
firstly in v.25 and then also in v.26.
3.5. What does the Spirit do in us for us?
3.6. What do you think the “groans that words cannot
express” are about and who is “groaning” in v.22? And in
v.26?
3.7. Who is “he who searches” in v.27?
3.8. Summarise the Prayer Ministry of the Spirit as per the statements below:
The Spirit prays (where?) _____________________
The Spirit prays (when?) ______________________
The Spirit prays (how?)_________________________
The Spirit prays knowing (two things) _____________________
The Spirit's prayers are effective because ___________________
Rom.8:22-27 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that
is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25 But if we hope for
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
26
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
4. What does it mean for you to know that you are being prayed for and prayed
through by the Holy Spirit?

3. Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual Gifts are abilities/skills/competencies that are given to people by the
Holy Spirit. Sometimes they are super-natural (kind of like talents on steroids)
and at other times they are supernatural (in the mysterious and amazing sense).
Paul had to sort out a lot of problems in the Corinthian Church because they
were competing and comparing in the arena of spiritual gifts. It is important to
remember that Jesus said “by their fruit you will know them” and not by their
gifts. It is also interesting that Paul writes about gifts in 1Cor12&14 with the
chapter on love (13) in between.
5. Let's look at the gifts more carefully. Please read 1Co.12:1-11.
5.1. What are the three words Paul uses to describe the gifts? How do the
nuances of these words help us understand the gifts better?
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5.2. Who are these from?
5.3. Why are the gifts given (v.7)
5.4. What are the two repeating phrases in the list of gifts?
5.5. What is the criteria for giving gifts in v.11?
1Co.12:1-11 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2
You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and
led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the
Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by
the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working,
but the same God works all of them in all men. 7 Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given
through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by
means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
6. There are three lists of gifts in the New Testament and a number of gifts that
can be found in other passages...
Romans 12:6-8
1. Prophesying
2. Serving
3. Teaching
4. Encouraging
5. Giving
6. Leadership
7. Mercy

1 Corinthians 12:8-11
1. Wisdom
2. Knowledge
3. Faith
4. Healing
5. Miracles
6. Prophecy
7. Discernment
8. Tongues
9. Interpretation

Ephesians 4:11
1. Apostles
2. Prophets
3. Evangelists
4. Pastor-Teachers

From other passages:
1. Artistic Creativity and Craftsmanship: Exodus 31:1-11
2. Hospitality: 1Peter4:9-10
3. Musicianship: 1Samuel 16:14-18
4. Administration: 1 Corinthians 12:28
5. Helps (helping others in practical ways): 1 Corinthians 12:28
6.1. As a group discuss these various gifts and what they mean and how they
might be applied.
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7. A useful analogy would be to regard this list of gifts as a box of tools. Using
the principles discussed above (in question 5.2-5.5) discuss the following
statements:
- “I can ask for a specific gift”
- “A gift is for life”
- “This is MY spiritual gift”
8. How should we go about finding out what gifts the Spirit might want to
waken in us?

4. Excursus: Speaking in Tongues: A controversial gift

In practice today Christians have experienced the gift of tongues in three ways
(in each case the speaker is unaware of the language they are speaking):
• They've spoken in a known language and someone has been able to
understand and it's been proof of God's power and brought His message
across in a way that proves God's power. This often happens on the
mission field.
• They've spoken in a known or unknown language and someone has been
given supernatural power to translate what has been said (occasionally
there has been a third person who can verify what was said.) This often
occurs when the Church is in need of clarity in a specific situation.
• They've spoken in a language (a tongue) but no-one has translated and
they often feel moved to do so when they're by themselves. This is when
tongues is given as a prayer language, but the warning in 1Co.14:13-15
should be considered.
Unfortunately this matter can be very sensational and it often upsets and scares
people as well as causing great division. Paul had to address this in his letter to
the Corinthians where there was great division and competitiveness over who
had which gifts.
Here are some important guiding principles
• While many insist that being filled with the Spirit MUST be evidenced by
speaking in tongues this is simply not true. It is also not true that the
EVERY Christian MUST speak in tongues.
• Some have suggested that we pray in tongues because the devil can't
understand our prayers. This is untrue and illogical. (It should also be
noted that “glossolalia” (speaking in unknown languages) occurs in other
religions and among people that are incredibly stressed – so tongues are
not a guarantee that it is God at work.
• Paul is very clear that in public gatherings there should be an orderliness
about how speaking in tongues takes place:
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1Co.14:26-28 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together,
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an
interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. 27 If
anyone speaks in a tongue, two--or at the most three--should speak, one at a
time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should
keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.
• Paul makes it clear that he would prefer people to speak in understandable
languages. (See 1Cor.14:18-19)
• In many ways the “groaning of the Spirit” as we saw in Romans 8 could be
seen as the phenomenon of praying in tongues. It has been well-observed
that as people mature in their faith and become more adept at expressing
their needs to God in prayer that their need to pray in tongues diminishes.
(It's kind of like training wheels on a bicycle.)
• Very often people who are desperate to speak in tongues are desperate for
all the wrong reasons (recognition, proof that God is with them, etc)

5. Summary

We've learned that the Holy Spirit appeared as tongues of fire. This represents:
• Speaking in different languages so that all can hear: Today this can be
seen in those who communicate effectively to teens, or students or in a
specific context. The Spirit is helping interpret the message we bring to
others.
• Speaking in prayer: The Spirit prays in us, through us, for us 24/7.
We've also learned that the Spirit gives gifts to the Church for the good of the
Church (not individuals) and we can experience these gifts very practically.

Meditation#6
1. If the Holy Spirit is praying in us, for us, through us 24/7 then maybe
prayer is a little like jumping into a stream that is already flowing. Discuss.
2. In the video link below we see members of a congregation showing what
they believe to be the spiritual gifts they have been called to use, and then
where they put those gifts into action.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNdhN_2cbH8
Although some of the gifts they list don't match up with the lists we are
working with and although we might not feel that where they are
exercising these gifts is optimal what is striking is the very clear sense they
have that these gifts are not for them alone and there is a real sense of
the “common good.”
Discuss.
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Week #7: The Spirit who Transforms us.
1. Recap.

In our last study we looked at the Spirit as tongues of fire. We learnt that the
Spirit:
• Helps cross boundaries of language, age and culture.
• Prays in us, through us, for us
• Gives us gifts that are used to grow the church.
This week we round off our series on the Holy Spirit and we're going to start by
dealing with a tough issue that many people struggle with.

2. What is the unforgivable sin against the Spirit?

(This section can be skipped if time constraints are tight.)
1. Please read Mat.12:22-30 and then look at the questions below:
Mat.12:22-30 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and
mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people
were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?"
24
But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince
of demons, that this fellow drives out demons."
25
Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself
will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If
Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom
stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive
them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if I drive out demons by the
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
29
"Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions
unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.
30
"He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me
scatters. 31 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.
It is important to note that healing blindness and muteness were considered
signs of the Messiah.
1.1. Who would have been better equipped to recognise the Messiah (the
“Son of David”)? The crowds or the Pharisees?
1.2. How does Jesus show the logical error of their argument?
1.3. What have the Pharisees said against the Spirit?
1.4. Who have they spoken against and what does this indicate?
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1.5. Some say that the sin against the Holy Spirit is to say that the miracles of
Jesus are the work of the Devil. If this is what the sin against the Holy Spirit
is, then would it still be possible to commit this sin after Jesus ascended into
heaven?
1.6. Who have the Pharisees spoken against here?
What does Jesus say about that?
1.7. What role do you think the the Spirit plays in this scenario?
Why have the Pharisees blasphemed?
How is the blasphemy of the Pharisees actually articulated?
2. Later in the same chapter (Mat.12:38-42) we have another passage that is
helpful in understanding the problem with the Pharisees. What is the core
failure we see here?
Mat.12:38-42 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,
"Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you." 39 He answered, "A wicked
and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah,
and now one greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South will rise at the
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the
earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.
3. What would you say to a Christian who is scared that they have committed
the Sin against the Holy Spirit?
4. Discuss the following definition: One of the key roles of the Holy Spirit is that
He is the one who brings us to conversion and so the sin of against the Spirit
is to resist His calls to repentance until it is too late or that our hearts have so
hardened that we don't want to receive Christ.

3. The Spirit makes us more like Jesus.

5. What do you as a group know about entropy (in its more general, lessscientific meaning)?
6. What critical problem is highlighted by Mat.12:33 and Rom.7:18-24??
Mat.12:33"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its
fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.
Rom.7:18-24 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not
the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 20 Now
if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me
that does it.
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So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22
For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in the
members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 24 What a wretched man I
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?

21

7. The first part of Romans 8 delivers wonderful answers on our predicament.
Please read Rom8:1-4.
7.1. How is the Spirit described in this section and what does He do?
7.2. Why was the law powerless?
7.3. What happens inside those who choose to yield to the Spirit (those who
ask Christ into their lives)?
Rom.8:1-4 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from
the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order
that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live
according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
8. Tabulate the differences (5) between the two ways of life described in
Rom.8:5-8.
Rom.8:5-8 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on
what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the
mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It
does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful
nature cannot please God.
9. Please read Rom.8:9-11.
9.1. How can the “bad tree” or “sinful nature” be changed?
9.2. Can we be Christians and not have the Holy Spirit?
9.3. Paul says we're “dead to sin and alive because of righteousness.” Where
does the righteousness come from?
9.4. Is the Spirit powerful enough to transform me?
Rom.8:9-11 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of
sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.
10. We're going to take a quick side-track: Please read Phi.2:12-13.
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10.1. What do you think “work out” means? Is it more like “calculate” or more
like “demonstrate”?
10.2. Why is it with “fear and trembling”?
10.3. What is God doing in us and why?
Phi.2:12-13 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my
presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation
with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act
according to his good purpose.
11. We're coming back to Romans 8 now. Please read Rom.8:12-14.
11.1. What is the choice we have here?
11.2. Is living by the Spirit a passive thing? Does He take over? Why?
11.3. What sort of identity is He leading us to?
Rom.8:12-14Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful
nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,
14
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

4. Yes, but how?

It's very comforting to know that the Spirit lives in us and that He will transform
us to being more Christ-like, but this doesn't happen automatically. How can we
co-operate with the Spirit so that He can rebuild and furbish our lives.
12. Please look at the following verses: Isa.30:15; Isa.40:29-31; Joh.15:5-7;
Act.1:4-5 and Gal.5:25. What is the common theme in all of them?
Isa.30:15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says:
"In repentance and rest is your salvation,
in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.
Isa.40:29-31 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
30
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
31
but those who hope (wait) in the LORD will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.
Joh.15:5-7 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him,
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not
remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.
Act.1:4-5 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised,
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which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
Gal.5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
13. What are the hopeful promises in the following verses? What principle
should we take from each one?
13.1. Phi.1:6
13.2. 2Pe.1:3
13.3. 2Th.3:3
13.4. 1Jn.4:4
Phi.1:6 [Paul prays...] being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
2Pe.1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
2Th.3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil
one.
1Jn.4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
14. Here is a definition of waiting:
Waiting on God is the be expectant, attentive and ready to act on the
whispers of God in our lives because God wants to do beautiful things in our
lives. He wants to prompt us and use us.
As a group discuss how we could be better wait-ers.

5. Summary:

Today we've learned that
• the Holy Spirit helps us to overcome the gravity or entropy of our sinful
nature:
◦ To become like Jesus we must co-operate, submit, remain, abide, keep
in step and work with the Spirit.
◦ We have beautiful promises that He will will, act, embolden and
strengthen us.

Meditation #7: Recollection and Waiting
Take some time to page back through your booklet.
15. Which image of the Spirit (Wind, Water, Fire, Helper, Seal, Tongues,
Transformer) has meant the most to you?
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16. Which insight about the Person and work of the Holy Spirit has made the
most impact on you.
17. Has your spiritual life been impacted by what you have learned? How?
18. Concluding Meditation:
The link below points to a video clip from the movie “Fireproof.”
The story is about Caleb and Catherine Holt whose marriage is falling apart.
Caleb is a fireman and while he is a great and courageous leader at work, he
is stubborn, bad tempered, self-centred, selfish, aggressive, materialistic and
addicted to pornography. His dad convinces him to do the “Love Dare” which
involves 40 days of unselfish acts of love towards his wife who serves him with
divorce papers halfway through the forty days. Part of the way into the forty
days Caleb realises that he can't do this in his own strength and commits
himself to Christ. The song “While I'm waiting” by John Waller explores the
Biblical idea of waiting and as scenes from the movie flash by, we see Caleb's
character being transformed and made new. (He wins Catherine's heart back
in the end.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzNyvnC2-1k
18.1. Was Caleb's waiting active or passive?
18.2. Now that this course is finished, what can we learn from Caleb's journey
in our own walk with God.
19. Take some time in prayer to ask God to help you “raise the sails.”

RaisingOurSails-BibleStudyOnTheHolySpirit 38 of 40

RaisingOurSails-BibleStudyOnTheHolySpirit 39 of 40

A Bible Study on the Holy Spirit. Many Christians are uncertain about the Person
and work of the Holy Spirit. When older Bible Translations use the name “Holy
Ghost,” it doesn't make it any easier. Hopefully this study will clarify, excite and
inspire.
This study looks at seven images or analogies of the Holy Spirit.
1. Wind
2. Water
3. Fire
4. Helper
5. Seal
6. Tongues
7. Transformer
It also explores some difficult questions:
1. Is the Spirit a Person?
2. How do I understand the Trinity?
3. How the Spirit's infilling works in our lives and how we quench His fire?
4. Do I need to have a dramatic experience?
5. What is the fruit of the Spirit?
6. What are the gifts of the Spirit and how do we understand tongues?
7. What is the sin against the Holy Spirit?
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