
They were at the Cross
Bible Study Answers.

Answers Week 1: (Just for the Study Leader – not part of the booklet...)
1. Don't take too long over this section... A couple of the key moments are:

- Disciples fall asleep when Jesus is in desperate need of company
- Jesus is under such stress that He sweats blood1. 
- Judas betrays Him with a kiss
- His disciples run away
- The chief priests blindfold Him and beat Him mock Him.
- He is dragged through a kangaroo court before High Priest, Herod and Pilate
- He is flogged and displayed to the crowd in His battered Kingly outfit.
- (You might find a few more examples)

2. It's difficult to decide whether the wailing women are sincere or not – especially in the light of 
the crowd that cried “Hosanna” on Palm Sunday and “Crucify Him” on Good Friday. If we think of
Jesus dispersing the crowd at the home of Jairus' daughter then the possibility exists that they 
were insincere. On the other hand tradition indicates that the women of Jerusalem would 
provide this mixture of wine and gall – which was a narcotic – to ease the suffering of those 
being crucified... But at the end of the day it doesn't matter too much whether they were 
sincere or not.

3. Jesus is talking about the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD. It was a grim event accompanied 
by great cruelty by the Romans. This is indicated by the barrenness being seen as a blessing.

4. Probably the best interpretation would be that the time when the tree is green is the time that 
they had Jesus with them but they did not recognise Him. It would get even worse when Jesus 
had ascended and the Jews persecuted the early church and they dispersed from Jerusalem. 

5. He wants them to recognise their own desperate spiritual need.
6. To keep a clear mind and be in full-control.

7. Simon is not in either “camp” - not a disciple, not a Pharisee. He's an “innocent bystander.”
8. He experienced the abuse of power and tyranny. Maybe he should have refused. On principle. 

He could have started a revolution – kill me too, but I won't carry your murderous cross. But he 
didn't. He's part of the brokenness.

9. He may have considered Jesus a bit strange...
10. We're speculating here... More important to hear what people in the group would do...

11. To recognise that in active and passive ways we participate in the broken world system that 
sentenced Jesus to death. Even the “innocent” get sucked into doing the dirty work of the 
broken world.

12. Yes and No. Yes because of His great love, no because of His great suffering. 
Compassion, love, pity... 

13. N/A

14. Personal...

1 It's a known fact that when one is under huge stress, one's blood pressure goes up and tiny capillaries at the surface 
of the skin burst and the sweat carries the blood out – so that one literally sweats blood. 



Answers Week 2: (Just for the Study Leader – not part of the booklet...)
1. The Gospels were written for the people of the time who would have been all too familiar with 

the bloody work of a crucifixion. It also shows how the soldiers took no delight or particular 
cruelty in the task – it was simply a job to be done. 

2. There is an aspect of Jesus forgiving those who have just crucified him, however since we are 
all responsible for his crucifixion, and since the purpose of his death was our forgiveness, it is 
quite possible that the ‘them’ refers to us and to all people who Jesus died for.

3. There are a couple of thoughts here – Pilate could have been seriously moved by Jesus in a way 
that he couldn’t understand and this was simply his small way (as was washing his hands) of 
showing his recognition of that. It is also possible that it was a warning to the nation of Jews 
saying “If we can do this to your King… how much more power do we have over you?” Lastly it 
was possibly also Pilate showing that he understood that this death was motivated by jealousy 
on the part of the religious leaders and so it was a jibe at them. It also once again shows God 
using someone who doesn’t even follow him to do his work.

4. Max Lucado writes a beautiful piece on the sign in his book “He chose the nails”. He speaks 
about how the three languages on the sign were the three most prominent languages spoken 
at the time in that area. Everybody would have been able to read it and understand it. Max’s 
comment is that God speaks our language, no matter where we are or what language we speak 
– God can reach out to us. 
In John 19:15 Pilate is toying with the Priests and Pharisees. It was blasphemous for them to 
call Caesar their king – He's getting them to condemn themselves. Then he does what they 
failed to do – He acknowledges Jesus is King. 
He should have been the one reminding them that only Caesar is king, and they should have 
been the ones recognising Jesus as King. The irony is that the roles are reversed. 

5. Personal thoughts. Fear? A feeling of Power? Perhaps the Chief Priests celebrating the belief 
that they had ‘won’? 

6. The deeper truth in this statement is that Jesus could not do both – he could not save 
everybody and himself. The only way he could save others was through offering himself as the 
sacrifice.

7. Just a brief overview necessary:

• They were part of the group that went to arrest Jesus, probably those bearing clubs

• They were the escort both to the high priest’s house and to Pilate.

• They would have been those who flogged Jesus

• They mocked him, created the crown of thorns, spat on him, beat him, dressed him in finery
(both Pilate’s guard and Herod’s guard did this)

• They gambled for his clothing at the foot of the cross.

8. It shows the depth of depravity of the human soul. The brokenness runs so deep that we have 
propensity to destroy that which is beautiful. While we may be appalled at the harsh violence, 
let's be aware that the hatred and jealousy that goes on in our own souls can be just as 
insidious. 

9. It’s a beautiful reminder that the soldiers were human. For some crucifixion might have been 
simply another day at the office, for others it could have been the most horrific part of their 
job. It shows that brokenness and love can both form part of our make-up.

10. A lot of big scary things were happening around this crucifixion and it’s likely that between 
the darkness and the earthquake that the Centurion realised that he was dealing with no 
ordinary man here. He also would have heard the words of Jesus forgiving them, caring for his 
mother and crying out to God.  The significance of it coming from a Roman soldier is again the 
understanding that Jesus came for everyone. It was often the outcasts and the Gentiles who 
understood this better than the Jews!

11. Personal thoughts.
12. The most obvious answer would be that Jesus had lost a lot of blood and fluids. It would 

have been hot and in the midst of his pain it’s not surprising he feels thirsty. The significance of
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this is the very human aspect of this cry; he was a person like us who struggled with the pain 
the torture and with basic human needs such as thirst.

13. It would appear that his cry and receiving wine vinegar was a fulfilment of this prophecy.
14. The fact that Jesus was the water of life and yet on the cross he was thirsty simply shows 

how much he has given up for us – he had laid down all his power and majesty and ability to 
save himself and satisfy even this most basic need of thirsting  - all for us. It’s a reminder that 
he had all the power in the Universe at his disposal to reverse matters, yet he chose to continue
to hang there until he died. He thirsted so that we would never have to.

15. Personal thoughts.
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Answers Week 3: (Just for the Study Leader – not part of the booklet...)
1. Some bible scholars are of the view that it was a deliberate act by the authorities to have Jesus 

crucified between two known criminals. These two could have even been part of the Barabbas' 
gang. It was done to humiliate Jesus in front of the crowd and to have him ranked and classified
with robbers. Isaiah tells us that He would die and be counted among the transgressors. It is 
the fulfilment of Scripture.

2. One thief mocking, the other turns in penitence to Jesus. Irony in the guilty are mocking the 
innocent, yet the same fate awaits them both. Justice is being measured out on the guilty, 
injustice measured out on the innocent, yet the innocent offers mercy. The innocent could save 
Himself, but chooses to rather save the guilty. It is the injustice taking place before him and the 
realisation that he can't save himself that causes him to have a change of heart. It is the way 
that Jesus “carries” Himself on the cross that makes Him realise he is dealing with the King.

3. It is significant that Jesus shows mercy, even when the thief had been mocking Him previously. 
The thief receiving salvation is consistent with the parable of the tenants. God's ways may not 
seem fair to us, but He is God. While some might think that this is their licence to leave 
accepting God to right at the end of their lives, we never know when the end will come and why
waste a life away from God and His presence, when we can enjoy it now already.

4. It was the soldiers right to the spoils of the clothing of those they crucified. Four soldiers 
would have escorted Jesus to the cross. Traditional Jewish dress consisted of 5 items of 
clothing. Each soldier had an item, but the tunic/ under garment was left. It was agreed to cast 
lots for this. This is consistent with Psalm 22:18.

5. The under garment was rare and valuable. It was seamless. It was the same as the tunic's worn 
by the High Priests. John is showing us that Jesus is the High Priest.

6. The Jews would have believed Jesus was God if He showed power and might. We would then 
only believing in Him out of fear and what He can do for us. God reveals through Jesus' 
sacrifice on the cross, He is a God of love, sacrificial love. Jesus could have shown huge power 
on the cross to save Himself and reveal Himself as the Son of God, yet He chose to offer His life
for the thief, His accusers, His killers and us.

7. Those that turn to Christ and those than choose not to. At the end of time, this will be the final 
measurement – who turned to Him as their Saviour and who did not.

8. Honestly, respectfully, with sincere heart, asking, expectantly, humbly reverently
9. Perhaps the arrogant thief saw this as confirmation that He was not King. Why would He have 

died if He was God. Perhaps he felt vindicated for his mockery. Perhaps the earthquake and 
supernatural events, couple with the final words of Centurion caused him to change his views. 
We won't know. For the penitent thief, I think he still believes. I believe He understood what 
needed doing and that part of the plan was for Jesus to die. The supernatural events I believe 
encouraged him to keep his faith.

10. We can take Jesus at faith value and accept to today as meaning today.....immediately. When 
we die we step out of time and space and we are not bound by the limitations we experience 
and our earthly understanding of the natural world.

11. Personal views – I think He said them lovingly, triumphantly and encouragingly
12. It points backwards, the original paradise was a place of completeness and complete 

relationship between God and humanity. It points forward to the end of suffering and pain and 
to a restored relationship between God and us. Paradise is heaven. Jesus would have spoken to
the thief as a Jew to a Jew. The meaning would be clear to the criminal. Today he would be in 
the presence of God in Heaven, the eternal dwelling. He would be with God and relationship 
resorted

13. Personal reflection

14. Personal reflection
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Answers Week 4: (Just for the Study Leader – not part of the booklet...)
1. Pure speculation, but it must have been very difficult. When Jesus chose the route of 

the cross he is choosing not only for himself to suffer, but is causing suffering for those 
he loved too. He must have had a very clear idea of the bigger picture to hold on to.

2. Women had no rights in those days. In the patriarchal society they were cared for by the
men in their lives, their fathers, husbands and sons. There is a belief that Joseph had 
died sometime while Jesus was younger so Mary would have already been a widow. By 
placing Mary in John’s care Jesus is ensuring that she will be taken care of. At this point 
Jesus' half-brothers and half-sisters did not believe in Him. 

3. Darkness for three hours, the temple curtain tearing, an earthquake and rocks splitting, 
tombs breaking open and holy people being raised to life. The death of Christ was 
literally earth-shattering! Perhaps the spiritual implications of what had just occurred 
were so intense that they affected the natural world. It was also a sign to all who 
witnessed it that this was no ordinary man (as confessed by the Centurion).

4. The Temple curtain separated the Holy of Holies, the place where God could be met by 
the high priest once a year, from the rest of the temple. The significance of it tearing is 
that now a way has been made for all people everywhere to have access to God through 
the blood of Jesus. There is no longer any barrier – it was destroyed on the cross. Some 
have commented that the tearing of the curtain was less about people being able to 
come in, and more about God moving out into the world. The reason it was from top to 
bottom is so that it couldn’t have been done with human hands.

5. Jesus in crying out that God has forsaken him is experiencing the deep pain of total 
abandonment. This is not the kind of pain we could even relate to because we have 
never been truly alone. In his agony Jesus cries out to God in his forsakenness – but yet 
chooses to continue to trust in him. This is a powerful reminder that in our darkest 
moments we can still choose to trust God no matter how we feel.

6. Jesus would have already lost a lot of blood due to the scourging and this was probably 
why He died quicker. We also have to look beyond to physical pain and consider the 
mental, emotional and spiritual anguish that He must have experienced as He 
experienced God's wrath (eternal hell for every human being compressed into three 
hours on the cross.) This would have contributed to His death. John in particular 
portrays Jesus as being in complete control of the process right up to His death. Look at
John 18:4-11. (It is almost comical watching the soldiers collapse when Jesus says “I AM 
he”). Look also at how completely Jesus is in control of the hearing before Pilate -  JN 
19:11 Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you 
from above. 
So when Jesus gives up His Spirit – He is giving His life for us – no one is taking it from 
Him. 

7. The other disciples were terrified that they would get caught up in what was happening 
and end up being crucified beside him. So they were in hiding. Peter was so scared that 
he denied even knowing who Jesus was.

8. Women were not seen as a threat. Their testimony carried no weight, they were not 
welcome to speak in public or have an opinion in politics or religion. Thus they were not 
threat to anyone in this case because they were for the greater part powerless. John as 
mentioned earlier was a youngster, possibly still considered a child and thus too was not
seen as a threat.

9. The Gospel writers mentioning the women by name shows a huge shift already in their 
thinking regarding these women in particular. The women must have had a huge 
influence in the life and ministry of Jesus. The fact that Jesus includes women, speaks 
directly to women (see John 4), and reveals himself first to a woman after his 
resurrection demonstrates how he is turning this understanding of the sexes on its 
head. He clearly saw them as equal to his other disciples and treated them as such.  

10. Probably a bit of both…
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11. As at the wedding in Cana, referring to someone as “Woman” or “Dear Woman” was 
actually a mark of respect in the culture. It sounds foreign to our today language but it 
was a completely acceptable term in those days, and was in a way honouring them. 
There is also the idea that he is trying to distance himself from her, in a sense saying “I 
am no longer your son… here is your son.”

12. Deep heartache? Personal Thoughts.

13. Even in the midst of terribly agony and forsakenness, Jesus still has others on his mind. 
He meets the needs of those around him in practical ways even while dying. What an 
incredible Saviour!

14. Personal Thoughts

15. Two thoughts here. One is that having witnessed the resurrection, nothing terrified 
them – even death is not a threat to those who have no fear of it. Secondly and probably
more importantly, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost filled and changed these 
disciples' hearts in powerful ways. The same Holy Spirit is available and living in us 
today.

Answers Week 5: (Just for the Study Leader – not part of the booklet...)
1. The Sabbath is approaching and the Law required that anyone killed on a tree should not stay 

on it overnight. In this way the Jews were far more lenient than the Romans. The Romans 
would leave the bodies on the cross for days and let dogs and birds feed on the bodies. It was 
important to get them off as it was Passover Sabbath approaching. Breaking the legs would 
prevent the people from pushing up and breathing. It was a faster way to die. The soldiers 
would simply use a mallet and repeatedly hit the legs until they could no longer support the 
body weight.

2. Scripture records in Psalm 34:20, Num 9:12 and Exo 12:46 that not a single bone would be 
broken. The water and blood flowing from Jesus is significant in that dead bodies don't usually 
bleed. It has been put forward that Jesus died of a broken heart, the blood flowed because His 
heart had ruptured and the blood collected in the fluid that surrounds the heart. It ran out once
pierced. The water and the blood could allude to the Sacraments, Baptism and Communion. It 
also allows John to reaffirm Christ was fully human.

3. Joseph risks becoming ceremonially unclean and therefore not being able to enjoy the 
Passover. He no longer can be secret about His allegiance to Jesus. The Sanhedrin could cut him
off and potentially expel him. The Mishnah – Jewish Scribal Law, provides that if there is no 
tomb for someone who dies on the cross, the Sanhedrin should provide a tomb. Joseph as a 
member of the Sanhedrin therefore actually was fulfilling the law, custom and tradition. Isaiah 
53:9 is fulfilled that he would be buried among the rich.

4. Crucifixion was also designed to prolong suffering. We must remember, Jesus gave up His 
Spirit, He was in control of the timing of His death, when He would lay down His life. Although 
only on the cross for 6 hours, the magnitude of all the sin of all of mankind, was a burden heavy
to bear.

5. Once again Nicodemus appears to reveal himself in the shadows, half hiding from view. News 
of his involvement would certainly get out. All the woman saw him and Joseph with the body. 
Nicodemus brings sufficient spices to anoint the body of a King. (William Barclay) – was about 
30kgs. Other commentators suggest the quantity indicates that as far as Nicodemus was 
concerned, it was over – Jesus was dead. 

6. The true Son of the Father has been crucified in place of the son of the father. Jesus is 
innocent, Barabbas is not.
Barabbas is the bird that gets to fly, Jesus is the bird who gets to die. Unlike the birds, which 
are both innocent, Barabbas is guilty and Jesus is innocent, but the death of the innocent sets 
the guilty (infected one) free. 
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7. Joseph has probably had a change of heart and decided to become a full follower of Jesus. 
Joseph was a rich man and he used his tomb for Jesus. Isaiah 53:9 talks of being buried among 
the rich. Legend talks of Joseph taking the Gospel to England and starting the first Christian 
church in Glastonbury. Joseph would later be made a Saint by the Roman Catholic Church and 
Eastern Orthodox Church.

8. We really don't know.......yes possibly, but still seems reluctant to fully commit in the open.

9. He is a criminal, maybe he is worried he get rearrested. Maybe guilt keeps him away. The fact is 
he is missing, perhaps he is off to join his rural guerilla band of robbers. We don't know.....says 
something about human nature and second chances.

10. It was the language of Palestine, Jews would understand the Aramaic. He was quoting Psalm 
22, fulfilling the prophesy, probably gut wrenching, huge anguish. The sin Jesus has taken upon
Himself for us has forced the separation of the Trinity for the first time ever. God is holy and 
pure. He feels abandoned, He is cut off. Jesus enduring being cut-off ensures our salvation, He 
takes our place of judgement before God.

11. Personal

Answers Week 6: (Just for the Study Leader – not part of the booklet...)

Answers:

1. They meant that the guilt of His death would lie on them, but they didn't realise that their guilt 
was already on Jesus (by virtue of His baptism) and His blood brought forgiveness and not guilt
to them. 

2. A bit of both probably. Pride because he assisted Jesus in His moment of need, but shame 
because his help facilitated the crucifixion. No fixed answer about his wife... But remember that
she had become a believer too – Romans 16:13

3. Crucifixion was disempowering and humiliating – as we see Jesus entering this space, we 
realise that He understands us when we find ourselves in circumstances like these?

4. The soldiers are seen as the “agents” of the violence of the crucifixion. 
Now, the soldiers are also the ones who make the greatest statement of faith.

5. Luke has the centurions say “He was a righteous man” rather than “son of God.” Remember that
Luke writes from a Greek perspective – Son of God was not language his hearers would have 
understood or identified with – Commentator Leon Morris suggests that by praising God and 
identifying Jesus as righteous, the centurion is recognising that Jesus has adequately and 
successfully carried the sin of the world. Saying He was righteous becomes a powerful way of 
saying that He is God. The people walk away beating their breasts. They recognise that an 
injustice has taken place. 

6. It seems that Pilate is aware that there is something special about Jesus, but he fails to “grasp 
the nettle” or “seize the moment.” These acts of defiance signify respect for Jesus, but not 
necessarily faith.  Sometimes we refer to the “man upstairs” instead of speaking straight. 

7. It means our sins are forgiven – and that we can't withhold forgiveness from ourselves or 
others. 

8. He trusted God to the very end – even though it was God who sent Him to the cross in the first 
place. It also shows that Jesus didn't have His life taken – He gave it. 

9. Personal Responses.
10. Personal Responses.

11. Personal Responses.
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